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1.45pm  Registration open

2.00pm Welcome to Country Turrbal elder

MC Nicole Dyson, Founder & CEO

Opening Future Anything

2.10pm- Looking Ahead: An Outlook on Wietske Smith

2.25pm  Science and Innovation in A/ Deputy Director-General Innovation, Dept.
Queensland Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation
A peek into what'’s on the state’s
horizon.

2.25pm- Commercialisation: From Idea to Prof. Cori Stewart

3.10pm Adoption Founder & CEO, ARM Hub

Great ideas don't automatically Dr. Colin Kennedy '

become great outcomes. This panel Chief Growth Officer, Creative HQ

brings together industry, Matiela Baker

government, and investment leaders ~ Vice President Private Equity, QIC

to unpack what it takes to move an Dr. Marcin Ziemski

innovation from concept to Manager ESG Global Digital Solutions, Hitachi

commercial reality, and genuine Construction Machinery

adoption. We'll dig into the barriers, Nicole Dyson, Future Anything
from funding and procurement to Moderator

building the capability to sustain what

we create.

3.10pm- Direct Line: Support, Opportunities Elise Henry | Private Sector Partnerships
3.45pm  and Partnerships Dept. Environment, Tourism, Science an

) Innovation
Hear directly from government and

industry on what's in the pipeline and  Nicola Wightman | Venture Relations
N QIC Ventures
what support and expertise is

available for the ecosystem. Jason Huggins | AgTech
Dept. Primary Industries

Malaika Ingram | Regional University
ICr%cIlFlzjcs)try Collaboration (RUIC)

Andrew Tran
Trade and Investment Queensland (TIQ)

Rowena Ryan
AusIndustry
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Direct Line: Support,
Opportunities and Partnerships
continues.

3.45pm-
4.30pm

Driving Impact Across the Regions
15 Regional Enablers, 60 seconds
each, sharing one bold goal. Watch
the goal wall build live as pitch after
pitch reveals where this ecosystem
is headed, region by region, theme
by theme.

4.30pm-
6.00pm

Ecosystem Mixer
An informal networking session with
light refreshments.

SOMETHING

Sarah Haigh | Office of Social Impact
Queensland Treasury

Mentoring for Growth
Dept. Customer Services, Open Data and Small
and Family Business

Jody McAuII{/I

Queensland Manufacturing Hubs, Dept. Natural
Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and
Regional and Rural Development

Michael Hunter | AI Adoption
ARM Hub

GC Hub
Pathways to Innovation Program

Cohort Innovation Space & Griffith University
NextGen Student Incubator

UiLab
GenAl Connect

Peregian Digital Hub
Tokenizer

Silicon Coast
LEAP-FWD

Regional Business HQ
Grow Bundaberg

CQUniversity
Gladstone Regional Enablers

Smart Precinct NQ
Regional Enablers Program

Launch Y(E)P
Entrepreneurship, start-up and scaleups
program

Harbrow Mentoring
Biri Bana Connect

Greater Whitsunday Alliance (GW3)
AgTech for Decarbonisation

Greater Whitsunday Innovation (GWI)
Tech Verge

Rural Enabler (facilitated by CHRRUP)
Rural Enabler AgTech Accelerator

CQUniversity and Agribusiness Connect
GrowHer

Mind Designs
Impact 10
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Speaker Profiles

WIETSKE SMITH
A/ DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL INNOVATION | DEPT. ENVIRONMENT, TOURISM,
SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

Wietske has extensive experience delivering corporate and operational services
across the Queensland public sector and has provided strategic leadership across all
corporate service functions, supporting transformational change and ensuring
customer service delivery. She has held many senior roles including, Deputy Director-
General, Corporate (Department of Local Government, Water and Volunteers), Head
of Corporate Services (TransLink), Executive Director (Customer Experience) and
General Manager (Governance) at the Department of Transport and Main Roads.

NICOLE DYSON, MC
FOUNDER & CEO, FUTURE ANYTHING

Nicole is a multi-award-winning educator and entrepreneur, recognised globally for
her expertise in curriculum innovation, capability development and youth
entrepreneurship. Nic is Founder and CEO of Future Anything, unleashes passion,
potential, and agency within classrooms, schools, and systems across Australia & NZ.
Founder of YouthX, a startup accelerator for school-aged entrepreneurs, and
Catapult Cards, a design thinking toolkit that donates 50% of its profits back to
providing micro-grants for youth-led startups.

PROF. CORI STEWART
FOUNDER & CEO, ARM HUB

Professor Cori Stewart is a technology commercialisation leader working across
industry, government and research. Passionate about driving impact through
university-industry collaboration, she is Founder and CEO of ARM Hub, an
Australian-first not-for-profit technology commercialisation company. ARM Hub has
supported hundreds of businesses to validate, commercialise and modernise using
technologies, design thinking, new IP and workforce strategies across defence,
energy, medical, resources and agriculture. Cori is a recognised Superstar of STEM.

DR. MARCIN ZIEMSKI
MANAGER ESG GLOBAL DIGITAL SOLUTIONS, HITACHI CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY

An engineer, technologist and manager with a passion for elegance in technical
solutions, a flair for friendly professionalism and a mission to improve our world.

With more than 25 years in resources, technology and energy, he thrives working
with diverse teams to instigate and deliver on initiatives across holistic value chain
analysis and improvement, energy/emissions mitigation and new energy
technologies, adoption of novel engineering solutions, mining software, and
everything to do with minerals processing and sustainability.

MATIELA BAKER
VICE PRESIDENT PRIVATE EQUITY, QIC

Matiela Baker is Vice-President in QIC Private Equity where she works across QIC
Ventures direct investments, the Venture Capital Development Fund (VCDF) and
broader venture ecosystem initiatives. She partners with venture capital managers,
accelerators, founders, and industry stakeholders to identify investment
opportunities, support portfolio growth, and strengthen Queensland's innovation
ecosystem. Matiela also holds extensive experience in portfolio management and ESG,
helping drive value creation and sustainable growth across QIC's investment portfolio
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DR. COLIN KENNEDY
CHIEF GROWTH OFFICER, CREATIVE HQ

Dr Colin Kennedy is Chief Growth Officer at Creative HQ, where he works with
organisations, governments and communities to build innovation capability and
adapt to complex change. Over 25 years, Colin has bridged the private, public and
social sectors, founding Creative HQ's School of Innovation and leading programmes
connecting entrepreneurship, leadership and public sector innovation. His expertise
spans policy, investment, Al the future of work, generational mindsets and inclusive
innovation.

ELISE HENRY
DIRECTOR PRIVATE SECTOR PARTNERSHIP, DEPT. ENVIRONMENT, TOURISM, SCIENCE
AND INNOVATION

Elise Henry is Director, Private Sector Partnerships, with more than a decade of
experience across innovation, economic development and government. She leads a
team responsible for the Corporate Innovation Network and the delivery of innovation
challenge programs that connect industry, government and innovators. Elise
specialises in building strategic partnerships that drive collaboration, innovation
adoption and economic growth across Queensland.

ROWENA RYAN
REGIONAL MANAGER GOLD COAST QLD AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW, AUSINDUSTRY

Rowena Ryan has almost 30 years of experience in innovation, business growth, trade
facilitation, and economic and regional development across Australia and
internationally. As Regional Manager with AusIndustry’s Business Outreach Network,
she works directly with businesses to understand industry and regional issues, build
stakeholder networks, and strengthen resilient communities. Rowena provides
impartial, trusted guidance, connections and partnerships to help businesses
navigatelzI government support, innovate, remain competitive and grow sustainably
regionally.

MALAIKA INGRAM
SENIOR FACILITATOR REGIONAL UNIVERSITY INDUSTRY COLLABORATION (RUIC)
PROGRAM, CSIRO

Malaika Ingram is a technical leader and innovation strategist with over 20 years of
driving collaborations between academia and industry. As Senior Facilitator for the
Regional University Industry Collaboration Program, she helps accelerate research
into real-world applications. Her expertise spans technology commercialisation,
intellectual property strategy, project leadership and additive manufacturing.
Renowned for translating complex challenges into scalable solutions, Malaika brings
together research, government and industry stakeholders to deliver high-impact
outcomes.

NICOLA WIGHTMAN
VENTURE RELATIONS MANAGER, QIC VENTURES

Nicola Wightman is Venture Relations Manager at QIC Ventures, a venture capital
firm backing Australian startups and scaleups. She brings experience across
programs, government, investment and corporate environments.

At QIC Ventures, Nicola leads stakeholder engagement and investor relations,

bringing together founders, capital providers, universities, industry and government

to build strategic partnerships, strengthen innovation pathways, and champion

Queensland's innovation agenda. QIC Ventures is a leading investor in Queensland's

?)tartup()j ecosystem, supporting businesses from seed stage through to Series C and
eyond.
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JASON HUGGINS
PRINCIPAL AGTECH ENGAGEMENT OFFICER, DEPT. PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

Jason Huggins is a Principal AgTech Engagement Officer with the Queensland
Department of Primary Industries, focused on strengthening Queensland’s
agricultural innovation ecosystem. He works with AgTech startups, technology
developers, researchers, industry leaders and government partners to identify
opportunities, accelerate technology adoption and support commercialisation. Jason
is passionate about connecting stakeholders, building networks and fostering
technologies to help agriculture thrive in a changing world. He has over 38 years’
industry experience.

SARAH HAIGH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, QUEENSLAND TREASURY, OFFICE OF SOCIAL IMPACT

In 2025, Sarah Haigh led the establishment of Queensland's first Office of Social
Impact in Queensland Treasury in 2025. Drawing on a private-sector background in
law and economics, she has spent the past decade supporting complex, whole-of-
system government reforms, with a focus on the social services sector. She is
passionate about turning ambitious policy into practical change and delivering
better outcomes for Queenslanders most in need.

JODY MCAULLY
A/ DIRECTOR MANUFACTURING SOUTH, QUEENSLAND MANUFACTURING HUBS

Jody McAully is Acting Director, Manufacturing South, for the Queensland
Manufacturing Hubs program, providing leadership across hubs on the Gold Coast,
Sunshine Coast, Toowoomba and Wide Bay. With more than 18 years' experience
across manufacturing, energy, government and vocational education and training,
Jody is a leader in workforce development and industry capability. She works with
manufacturers, industry bodies and government agencies to address workforce
challenges, encourage innovation and support regional growth.

MICHAEL HUNTER
AI ADOPT CENTRE MANAGER, ARM HUB

Michael Hunter is an Al consultant, researcher and technology strategist specialising
in the adoption of artificial intelligence across industry. With a PhD in Human-
Computer Interaction and a background in design research, enterprise technology
and software development, he helps organisations identify high-value Al
opportunities and deliver practical solutions that improve productivity and decision-
making. Michael has led Al readiness assessments, developed applications for
government and industry, and delivers workshops on emerging technologies.

ANDREW TRAN
SENIOR TRADE AND INVESTMENT OFFICER, TIQ

Andrew Tran is a Senior Trade and Investment Officer at Trade and Investment
Queensland, working with Queensland companies across the health, innovation and
technology portfolio to expand into international markets. With a background that
spans across commercial, agency and consulting, he has a deep understanding of
evaluating brands to build capability to scale across markets.

Learn more about the Regional Enabler provider
organisations and their representatives here >
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Free Mentoring for Growth
S@sSions @ SOMETHING

REGISTER NOW

Register for a 45-minute mentoring session to talk to a mentor
about challenges and opportunities in your business. Experienced
M4G mentors can assist you with anything related to your
business.

The Queensland Government's Mentoring for Growth (M4G)
program offers free and confidential mentoring sessions where
you are matched with business experts to help you understand
business processes, talk through a problem in your business or
identify business growth opportunities.

We have multiple sessions available on Mon 24 August at The
Precinct. Once you register your interest, the team will contact you
to schedule an available time for your business.
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